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The California Department of Housing and Community Development
Commends the Adoption of New Graywater Standards

Sacramento — Today, after months of development by the Department of Housing and
Community Development’s (HCD) Codes and Standards Division, the California
Building Standards Commission (CBSC) announced the adoption of the state’s new
graywater standards. The new standards will become effective upon filing with the
Secretary of State. The anticipated filing date is August 4, 2009.

"These new graywater standards will be a big step toward reducing California’s water
consumption by providing cost-effective guidelines that will be beneficial to every home
throughout the state,” said Director Lynn L. Jacobs. “HCD and its staff recognize the
importance of continually improving the state building codes and standards to help
improve our sustainability.

Graywater is the wastewater that drains out of washing machines, sinks, bathtubs and
showers. It can be treated for indoor use and may be used untreated in some landscape
applications.

SB 1258 required HCD, in consultation with the Department of Public Health, to develop
standards for the construction, installation and alteration of graywater systems for
indoor and outdoor uses. HCD collaborated with stakeholder groups and other state
agencies to develop the graywater standards. Staff reviewed existing standards, best
practices, guidelines and other published materials to develop new standards for
graywater systems. The new standards include provisions that will:

= Provide a definition for on-site “treated graywater” and direction to a quality
standard

= Encourage the use of new and expanding technology by providing more
flexibility through fewer mandatory requirements

= Encourage the installation of inexpensive systems without the cost of design
and permits






